Rev. JOHN B, WIGHT, 
At theage of 60. 


JOHN BURT WIGHT 
ReverandJohn Burt Wicht wes born at Bristol Khode Island 
May seventh 1790. His preparation tor college was completed 
at age twelve and he entered Brown University at age four- 
teen. He graduated at the head of his class in 1&08. In 
1€16 he recieved the degree of A, M. from Hervard Univer- 
sity. On January first 1&1& he married Sareh Grout. He was 
ordained as a minister of the Church of East Sudbury Jan- 
uary twenty-fifth 1€15 and preached there fifteen years. 


It was there he collected a group of moral and relisious 
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books for the free use of the townspeople,known as the East 
Sudbury Charitable Library. The books were first kept at 

his house and leter et the Unitarian church.Then, seyenty- 
one of the three-hundred books were later transferred to 

the Wayland Public Library. During the formation of the 
library the question arose as to wether the town had tite 
right to tax the people for a public library. So, the Reve 
eranad WwWisht, who was then a State Kepresentative,started 
action in the legislature which later resulted in thepassing 
of the“Library Act™ in May 1€51 which made it legal for the 
tax money of any city or town in the Commonwealth to " Est- 
ablish end maintain librarys for the use of the inhabitants 


thereof“. Reverand Wight died December 20, 1E€t3. 
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JAMES. DRAPER, 
At the age of 30 


JAMZS DRAPER 


James Draper was Beacon of the First Bhurch in Wayland for 
forty-three years. He was born in Dedham Massachusetts May 
twenty-sichth 1#&7 and he married Elizabeth Sumner Janu- 
ary fbureéenth 1809. He purchased many old estates in order 
to demolish old buildings and erect new ones or pemodel and 
renovate others.He did this thirteen different times during 


his lifetime, one of which 1as when he purchased the land 
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140, he erected theTown Hall which also consisted of a 


schoolroom endYthe library. In 1€63 Mr. Draper gave five 
hundred dollars to whe wown fora permanent Library fund. 


Mr. Draper died December fifth 1t70. 
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EDWARD MELLEN. 
At the age of YX 


BRBWARD MzLLEN Esq. 


Edward Mellen was born in westborough on September 26, 1€02. 
He graduated from Brown University in 1823, and went to 
wayland November 30, 1&0 where he died May 31, 1875. He 

was well known in the legal profession and in 1€47 he was 
made Justice of Court of Common pleas and in 1&55, he became 
the Chief Justice of the same Court. In 1€54 he recieved 

the degree of L.L.D. from Brown University. when Mellen's 
freind, Rev. Wayland expressed his desire to give the town +, , 


. 
fiveehundred dollars, it was Mellen who suggested he give 


it towards a public library yellen also served on many 
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library committees and he also helped to choose some of the 


pO0KS for; the. library. 
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